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Heavy rainfall forecast for flood-affected areas of southern Africa
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1. Consistently heavy 
rains over the past 
few weeks have caused 
flooding, overflowing of rivers, 
infrastructure damage, and have displaced people in many 
local areas of central and eastern Zambia, including the 
Luano Valley, Kitwe, and Chipata regions. Heavy downpours 
are forecast to continue during the next outlook period, which 
could exacerbate ground conditions.

2. Heavy downpours during the past week have substantially 
elevated the level of the Licungo River and flooded lower areas 
downstream. This increases the risks for flooding over the 
Namacura and Maganja da Costa districts in the Zambezia 
province of Mozambique. The moderate to heavy rains forecast 
during the next outlook period could trigger new flooding and 
worsen ground conditions. 

3. Abundant rains over the past several weeks have led to elevated river 
levels along the Púnguè, Búzi and Save Rivers in central Mozambique. 
Localized flooding has inundated crop fields, damaged infrastructure, 
displaced local populations and isolated towns. River levels are expected to remain near or above alert level during the next week.

4. Torrential rain during the past several weeks in Zimbabwe has caused river and flash flooding across the country, which has caused 
fatalities, displaced local populations and damaged infrastructure. Flooding around the Tokwe-Mukorsi dam in southern Zimbabwe has 
led to a state of disaster declaration. With grounds saturated, the risk for localized flooding across Zimbabwe is elevated for the next 
week.

5. Heavy rainfall during the past two weeks has flooded roads and villages in the North West province of South Africa. The floods have 
isolated local population and caused multiple fatalities. Any additional rainfall during the next week could cause more flooding.
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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1. The lack of precipitation during the past 60 days has 
resulted in abnormal dryness across parts of northeast 
Afghanistan and much of Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.

Temperatures
Much below-normal temperatures (6 to 14 °C) persisted 
for the third consecutive week across much of Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan. Temperatures averaged 
slightly below-normal across the remainder of the 
region during the second week of February. Minimum 
temperatures of -29 to -25 °C were observed across 
most of Kazakhstan. Freezing temperatures affected the 
lowlands of southern Afghanistan. During the next week, 
below-normal temperatures are expected to persist but 
negative anomalies are forecast to be smaller compared 
to the previous weeks.

Precipitation
Dry weather prevailed across Central Asia during the 
second week of February. According to the CPC-unified 
dataset, precipitation anomalies range from 50 to 100 mm 
during the past 90 days for the area highlighted in abnormal dryness. During the next week, light to moderate amounts of rain and snow 
(generally less than 30mm, liquid equivalent) are forecast for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and northeast Afghanistan.

No hazards posted.
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